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FHA Issues Disaster-Related Policy Waiver for Early   
Payment Default Quality Control Review Requirements 

 
Today, the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) issued a limited waiver of its policy regarding Early 
Payment Default (EPD) review requirements found in the Single Family Housing Policy Handbook 4000.1 
(Handbook 4000.1), Sections V.A.3.a.i.(C) and V.A.3.a.iv.(B)(2). This waiver applies to FHA-insured 
mortgages located in the Presidentially-Declared Major Disaster Area (PDMDA) for the recent California 
Wildfires.  
  
FHA policy requires that mortgagees select all EPDs for review each month and perform a quality control 
review to ensure compliance with FHA Single Family origination and underwriting requirements. FHA is 
waiving the requirement for mortgagees to conduct certain quality control reviews on EPDs in this 
disaster area because it believes EPDs on loans closed prior to the disaster could most likely be a result 
of unforeseen circumstances associated with the disaster, such as loss of employment and/or income, 
property damage and repairs, forced relocation, and other contributing factors.  
  
 The current policy is being waived for FHA-insured mortgages that:  
  

• are in the PDMDA for California Wildfires and Straight-Line Winds (DR-4856-CA),    
• have a mortgage closing date before the Incident Period start date of January 7, 2025, and    
• become EPDs between February 1, 2025, and July 31, 2025.  

  
Mortgagees must continue to provide borrowers in the affected areas with appropriate FHA Loss 
Mitigation options, report delinquencies in the Single Family Default Monitoring System (SFDMS), and 
meet all other servicing and loss mitigation requirements in Section III of Handbook 4000.1.  
  
Mortgagees and other interested parties are encouraged to review the waiver and contact the FHA 
Resource Center (referenced below) if they have questions.  

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hud.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FOCHCO%2Fdocuments%2FHandbook-4000.1-EPD-Quality-Control-Waiver-California-Wildfires.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010195f2a52b37-5a63b1b5-4373-44b4-b45d-68f54c2f93fb-000000/tEleyLbDKZlTD2jLqvoHqm6STJVzkGEXW_V5-NjNCt0=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hud.gov%2Fprogram_offices%2Fhousing%2Fsfh%2Fhandbook_4000-1%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010195f2a52b37-5a63b1b5-4373-44b4-b45d-68f54c2f93fb-000000/GaYBG5tzouc78pSnGU56aZ0NG9fNglGf7B57580hfVI=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fema.gov%2Fdisaster%2Fdeclarations%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010195f2a52b37-5a63b1b5-4373-44b4-b45d-68f54c2f93fb-000000/r8ckHKPK2k8gqko76ms_j9pJtrdFbc3YW6r8OeuiQiA=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fema.gov%2Fdisaster%2F4856%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010195f2a52b37-5a63b1b5-4373-44b4-b45d-68f54c2f93fb-000000/nU-iZD11xn_VOXyuTtfN6QtoM7H_R9CPPQPkOa-1TXQ=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hud.gov%2Fprogram_offices%2Fhousing%2Fsfh%2Fhandbook_4000-1%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/01010195f2a52b37-5a63b1b5-4373-44b4-b45d-68f54c2f93fb-000000/pC50vshCyFDdJb073kzEja73rYaLd8vbZpNKUF9DGEI=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hud.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FOCHCO%2Fdocuments%2FHandbook-4000.1-EPD-Quality-Control-Waiver-California-Wildfires.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/01010195f2a52b37-5a63b1b5-4373-44b4-b45d-68f54c2f93fb-000000/EkvPWzXYGYqKJ4sh3sC6WG7VAY4i7IW-s9iQrOUB3eI=398

